
MUKA NEWS
 P R O D U C E D  B Y  M U K I N B U D I N  C R C

 I S S U E  3 -  T H U R S D A Y  1 6 . 4 . 2 0 2 0

D I G I T A L

 
Easter Colouring Competition winners  

4-6 years Anna Cheetham
 8-12 years Maitland English 

Congratulations to all the boys and girls who entered.
 It was a hard job judging.

 Thanks to Clare Smith for being our Judge.

Mukinbudin Trading Post 
Colouring Competition



For the past ten and a half years Helen Shadbolt has been the much 
loved team leader at the Boodie Rats where she endeared herself to all 

the little ones in her care, giving their parents confidence their 
children were in capable hands. Helen receives regular assessments and 

was encouraged by her overseer to further her qualifications. Despite  
her many commitments, Helen  has somehow found the time for study, 

resulting in receiving her DIPLOMA OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION and 
CARE. Her Lecturer added the following remarks, “Helen has worked incredibly

hard for this and should be very proud of her efforts.”                                     

Congratulations Helen

Congratulations CALEB
The contribution of the Shadbolt family to the district  extends to 
Helen and Bruces youngest son Caleb. This week, Caleb has been 

recognised as 16th in the state, over the past decade  of WA Country 
League Football. This is a tremendous effort.                   

CONGRATULATIONS to a very popular sportsman of our community.    

Did you see the supermoon on
Tuesday and Wednesday? It was big,
bold, and a beautiful deep apricot. The recent RED CHARD FOX

SHOOT at Bencubbin
resulted in the eradication
of 4 cats, 25 foxes, and 85
rabbits. Andy 'sure shot'
Collins was team of four,

that won a voucher. 

Need to contact the CRC?
 

P:  0482 448 923
E: admin@mukacrc.net.au 

 

Please note: 9047 2150 is not monitored at
all times so please call the mobile (during

work hours M-F 8.30am-3.30pm)



Congratulations to Laurie and Doreen Jones who recently 
celebrated their 66th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY. They were the first couple to

 be married in the “New” Anglican Church on April 3rd 1954.   
Incidentally Doreens brother Syd Maddock and his bride Dorothy (nee 
Yates) were the last to be married in the original Anglican Church. The 

Church, in latter years was destroyed by fire.    Doreen and 
Lauries wedding was followed by a sit down “Breakfast” for 200 in the 

“Old Hall” which was situated North of the railway station.  In the 
evening the numbers were boosted to 400, an open invitation being 

extended to the whole district.  In somewhat basic catering 
conditions as of to-day, water was boiled in an outdoor copper, as was 
the milk for the coffee.  Everyone had milking cows in those days hence,

 milk was plentiful! Supper” was taken around on trays and plates, 
whilst the menfolk were responsible for the trays of Hot Coffee. Doreens
 mother, Aunts and friends worked tirelessly to cater for the Wedding.  

So much history! 
Thankyou Doreen and Laurie

 for sharing your memories with us.

It was a really special day for Bev and Frank Bennett,
when their grand daughter Chloe Jones married Peter
Campbell in Perth last month. A great reunion too for
the 3 Bennett sisters, with Ann Marie from Geraldton,
Kay from Quairading, and Julie attending all the way

from England. With 5 bridesmaids in pretty pink, Chloe
was a picture in white chiffon, given away by her proud

Dad, Vern, along with Kay's husband Jerry Andrew. 

Len & Edna Shadbolt are a couple with
a long life of marreid bliss, have
celebrated their 67th Wedding

Anniversary in January 2020

Best Wishes to the happy couple
for the future. 



Swim Challenge
The 2019/20 Pool Season came to an unfortunate and abrupt end with the rise of Covid.
This had the added misfortune of quashing the hopes of many of our morning Swimmer’s

targets in the Blue Tree Swim. A record turnout for morning swim throughout the year,
often having ‘double ups’  and traffic jams in lanes. 39 swimmers in total recorded laps

throughout the year, with most sticking to the target for the entire season.   

The target of 2780 laps seemed an ominous one for many, yet Daz “Machine” Marquis
effectively managed it in 3 months, setting an unofficial record for Mukinbudin. Mrs V, Ev
and Irene set the example for young and old, showing up every morning and posting   

 Lap Leaders
 - Daz Machine – 3290 (164.5 km) 

- Mrs V – 1910  
- Ev C – 1870 

- Derick – 1703 
- Zara – 1210

 - Zoe Bolt - 930 
- Katie Sip - 704

 very impressive numbers
rain, gale, or shine (closed

with hail). Also, notable
mention was Rosalie Crook,
who cycled 220km around
town, (radio blaring) in the

name of the BTP. It was great
to see so many participate this
year, braving conditions that

had the pool manager sat
drinking coffee in a beanie

and jumper. I hope it
continues into next season

with you all back swimming for
your physical and mental

health.   





� MORNING MELODIES - 
LIVE STREAM CONCERT � 

 This month the Morning Melodies Concert will be going online so you will be able to watch the
live stream on our Cummins Theatre Facebook page.  This FREE online Morning Melodies

Concert will run for 30 minutes (to save your data!), so make a cuppa, grab a sweet treat, then
sit back, relax and join the Theatre Manager for a morning of music.  Make sure you ‘like’ the
Cummins Theatre Facebook page so you can watch the live concert from 11am on Friday 17th
April. https://www.facebook.com/cumminstheatre to like our page.  If you have any questions

about this concert or need help about getting online to our Facebook page please do not
hesitate to contact us at cumminstheatre@merredin.wa.gov.au or phone 0459 892 327



lest  we forget



ISOLATION ACTIVITY
ATTENTION ARTISTS + CREATORS:

 DESIGN A MUKA NEWS FRONT COVER PAGE
Fill in the blank box or

design the full page.
 

If you would like a digital or
printed copy of the front
page please contact us

 0482 448 923 or
admin@mukacrc.net.au

Otherwise it can be a blank
page and we can place the

picutue in at our end. 
 

A copy of the blank front
cover can also be found on

our website
www.mukinbudin.crc.net.au

 
Let your imagination run
wild and design the Muka
News Digital cover for the

coming week! 
 

There are no rules to
creativity. Use photos, draw
pictures, anything you like?

There is no themes so let
your imagination run wild.

 
No age limit.  

 

 

Please write on the back of the page or in the email the name of
the person who designed the front cover. 

Once you have designed your cover, either drop it to our PO box at
the post office #127 or

email it to us at admin@mukacrc.net.au

Your d
esign here



Happy

21st April- Jenny Palm, Mitchell Roberts

22nd April- Rhonda Oliver, Joy Jones, June Shadbolt 

Today/ 16th April- Bronwyn Gardiner, Petra Olsson, Dudley Squire, Margaret Shadbolt,
Narelle Driscoll, Rowan Cosh, Alifair Copeland

17th April- Jessica Collins, David Fagan, Jocelyn Farina, Bruce Shadbolt

18th April- Ben Congdon, Peta Watson, Russtin Dawson

Wishing you all
a happy
birthday

19th April- Robyn Geraghty, Kane Beagley, Duane Butcher, Cooper Jones

20th April- Thomas and Luke Melville 

BIRTHDAY

You are on your way to visit your Grandma, who lives at the end of the valley. It's her
birthday, and you want to give her the cakes you've made.

 
Between your house and her house, you have to cross 7 bridges, and as it goes in the land of
make believe, there is a troll under every bridge! Each troll, quite rightly, insists that you pay
a troll toll. Before you can cross their bridge, you have to give them half of the cakes you are

carrying, but as they are kind trolls, they each give you back a single cake.
 

How many cakes do you have to leave home with to make sure that you arrive at Grandma's
with exactly 2 cakes?

Brain Teaser: 

Answer in next weeks edition of Muka News Digital



Brain teaser answers from last weeks newsletter:
Q: If 6 men take around 4 hours t dig 4 holes, how long will it take for 3 men to dig half a hole?

A: you can't dig half a hole 
Q: 5 men were eating apples. A finished before B but behind C. D finished before E but behind

B. What was the finishing order?
A: C-A-B-D-E

Q: What 2 words combined contain the most letters? 
A: Post Office 

 

AUTUMN ALPHABET CHALLENGE
Can you come up with an Autumn themed word for each letter of the alphabet? 

A_______________
B_______________
C_______________
D_______________
E_______________
F_______________
G_______________
H_______________
I________________
J________________

K_______________
L_______________
M_______________
N_______________
O_______________
P_______________
Q_______________
R________________
S________________
T_________________

U_______________
V_______________
W_______________
X_______________
Y_______________
Z_______________



AILEEN PRICE   EULOGY- Sue Piesse (daughter)
 
What to say about mum ?
 
It is hard to say goodbye but we can only be pleased that for her that the suffering of the last few years is
over . However we have wonderful memories of the generous , talented, gentle ,determined and resilient
person she was.
 
Born Winifred Aileen Shadbolt on 18th of May 1932 in Kunnonoppin Hospital , mum was the first child of
Raymond Walter Shadbolt and Thelma Beckingham.Her childhood was spent at "Summerfield" in
Mukinbudin. Primary School education was  at Calcaling  and Cleomine. Mum went to Calcaling in her first
year of school Calcaling was 20 kilometres away from Summerfield and she became a boarder at age 6. To
us going home for the weekend every 2 weeks at 6 years of age is hard to comprehend . Today it is less
than half an hours drive . This was obviously traumatic and the homesickness mum felt then remained a
memory for life. A school then opened at Cleomine just down the road from the farm gate and she was
able to ride a bike to school or catch a lift as the Whytes drove past. Much happier days I am sure.
Mum completed her education at Methodist Ladies College in Claremont. Once again she was overcome
with homesickness and was never really happy there.She was a family girl and a Muka girl and she hated
being away from home. 
School days over mum came home  for a while ,returning to Perth to attend business college,one of the few
opportunities available to girls in the 1940's.
She worked as a secretary at Fauldings in Perth , then Kalamunda Road Board and then back home to
Muka .
During her days at Cleomine one of her school mates was a young lad from Kalamunda who spent the
winters in Muka and returned to Kalamunda during summer. While working in Kalamunda mum boarded
with this family.
A romance obviously developed as this "young lad" ,Wilmer Price ,later became her husband in June 1953.
 
Early married life was spent in a caravan while dad  worked at fencing.
With backing from mum's father ,they were able to commence their farming life at Chandler. While there 3
children were born - Sue 1955, Neil 1956 and Christine 1958. Chandler was too far from the nearest school
so the young family moved into Muka to take up farming not far from Summerfield in 1960. With reliable
rainfall ,farming was good to them .Mum loved this farm and stayed there until 3 weeks  before her death.
 
The children went away to school in Merredin and mum then had more time to develop her interests.She
had always sewn and knitted . I didn't have bought clothes until I went away to highschool. Mum always
enjoyed learning something new . Sometimes ,as with computing, it drove her mad  but she was
determined and persistent and eventually mastered it . The first craft I remember mum trying was painting.
I recall her receiving letters and assignments from Perth Technical School. Paintings were posted back and
appraised.Over the years she had learnt spinning, paper making  , machine knitting, pottery, tapestry, cross
stitch, cake decorating and leatherwork . There are many examples of her handiwork throughout the family
and community.

THANK YOU
Wilmer ,Sue ,Neil and families would like to thank the people 

of Muka for their support following the loss of Aileen.
Your cards,phone calls,food and visits have been very much appreciated 

during this challenging time.



 
Her interests varied over the years however the one constant throughout was a love of her garden and in
particular her productive garden . There was always plenty for the family and lots to give away. Nobody
left the house without something from mum's garden. At one time mum decided to do a course on Herbs
through the Australian Horticultural School. Lesson 4 ,question 1.2 apparently regarding developing a
market for your product,got mum indignant. She decided to tell those suburbanites a thing or two.
This is her response " I find this question very difficult to answer. I could give many reasons why a herb
farm wouldn't be practical for me in Mukinbudin. I took this course on herbs to gain knowledge of a subject
I knew very little about but was very interested in. This I have  achieved. At the age of 60  I take pleasure in
propagating  and growing herbs for my own use and experimenting with herbs in a biological garden . I give
herb plants to friends helping to cultivate their interest in a wonderful hobby. I feel I live in a very small
community and to sell herb plants one would have to get a market in a bigger town. This could only be on a
small scale as we are so isolated in this area. I realise this is not the answer you have asked for but
for me,I want to enjoy growing and using herbs. It is a hobby which gives me so much pleasure. A good
thing to take on in one's retirement.." One of the sad aspects of mum's later years was the loss of interest
in her garden.
 
Mum had a lifelong interest in health and fitness . She enjoyed riding her bike until very recently .
Walking,yoga and Pilates were other physical pursuits. In earlier times she was a member of the pistol club
.She was always interested in nutrition and her bookshelf was full of books regarding the latest eating trend
for health for the last 50 years.Her conviction regarding the benefits of Reikki after initially being sceptical is
demonstrated in an email sent to Emily.
 
" We had our get together in Muka for the people who did the Reikki . I felt very negative about the results
and wanted some proof it was working. I was told it isn't instant and could take some weeks. Next day I
stubbed my toe and made it bleed. I immediately put my hand over it . In about 5 minutes the pain stopped
and I didn't feel it again. In 10 minutes I took my hand away and the bleeding had stopped. The next day I
could wear my shoe."  For the next few years Reikki was the cure for everything. 
 
Another constant in mum's life was music. I have memories of mum rushing around doing housework to
the sounds of Bert Kaempfef and Teresa Brewer playing on the new stereo gram . Mum had been given a
piano for her 21st birthday and had also dabbled with the piano accordion but her real love was for
the electric organ .After lessons from Deanna Ventris she became very accomplished and had years of
pleasure playing it.
 
Mum loved her family  - family  Christmas times,holidays in Mandurah, visits to our farm at Wagin The
biggest change to mum's life came with the loss of Christine in 1980. We thought that we would never get
the old mum back . However her love for dad, myself and Neil and her grandchildren gradually restored her
spirit.
 
Mum loved the bush. Picnics at the rocks,going to "the other block" and more recently walking around the
scrub near her house.
 
Thank you  for everything you have given us and taught us mum. Thank you for loving and caring for dad
for over 60 years. I know that you would have been grateful for the care he could return to you in the last
five years enabling you to stay in your home, on your farm at Muka.
 
 


